Colonial Georgia History Assignment 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: This discussion assignment will build on and enhance the material you've been studying in this module.  Its purpose is to encourage discussion and interaction between you and other students in this course; provide you the opportunity to share your ideas and contribute to our learning community; and encourage you to engage in the course material presented in this module with your classmates. This assignment also helps you fulfill part of the Georgia History requirement of Area E of the core curriculum.

Task: First, Go to the New Georgia Encyclopedia website, peruse the articles under the headings "Colonial Events," "Colonial Groups & Organizations," "Colonial Figures," "Colonial Places," and "Colonial Topics" and find a topic, event, group, or person that you find interesting. Second, prepare your first post and, when ready, click on the blue "Start New Thread" button (remember, you can't see anyone else's posts until you make your own).  Be sure your post does the following:

1. Places the name of the article as the subject of the post
2. Briefly (in about five sentences) describes the contents of the article
3. Identifies the sources used by the author to write the article (are they primary or secondary? textual or non-textual?)
4. Discusses (in about three sentences) what history might look like if this person, event, place, etc., had never existed.
5. Properly cites the article (example: "Button Gwinnett (1735-1777)," New Georgia Encyclopedia, https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/button-gwinnett-1735-1777.).  You will need to include the link so other students can easily find and access your article when responding to your post.
Remember, your first post needs to be made Wednesday or Thursday.  Third, choose two posts made by other students.  Follow the links cited to the articles and read them (if he or she neglected to cite properly, kindly ask him or her to provide the link).  In your responses, you should do the following:
1. Address your classmate by name (for example, "Jill, I enjoyed reading your post on ...")
2. Explain (in one to two sentences) what you learned from your classmate's posts
3. Discuss, positively and substantively, any critiques or differences of interpretation you have of your classmate's interpretations of their subject's importance (try to think of something ... it's not sufficient to write "I agree with what you think" or "I disagree." Try this: "Riku, I agree with what you've written, but I'd like to make the following observations ...")
Remember, your second and third posts need to be made Friday or Saturday and Sunday or Monday (try not to wait until Tuesday).  If a classmate responds to your post, should you respond?  YES! (If your professor comments you should definitely respond!) If there's any disagreement courteously respond, and counter their critique with evidence from the article (and/or from the course materials in this module).  I will be monitoring the discussion and prompting interactions where necessary.
Criteria for Success:  This is you second discussion assignment, so you now have some idea about how this works!  Like last time, consider the following when making your posts: 
· Excellent posts and responses will receive 9-10 points: they include all the requirements listed above; offer reflective and thoughtful insights on the topics; engage two students' posts, including everything required above; are posted on time and well written.
· Adequate posts and responses will receive 5-8 posts: they only include some of the required information above; offer weak or no insightful comments; engage others poorly, or only engages one student; are posted late, sloppily written with grammar and spelling errors, no citation or link.
· Inadequate posts and responses will receive 1-4 points: include little to none of the required information listed above; offer no comments other than "I agree" or "I disagree"; does not respond to any students' posts; are posted late, sloppily written with grammar and spelling errors, no citation or link.
There is no need to perform any outside research to complete this assignment beyond the materials presented in this module.  Responses that are copy-and-pasted from other sources will receive a zero for plagiarism under the Academic Honesty Policy.







Website for assignment:

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/topics/colonial-era-1733-1775

